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The Christmas shop-

ping season seems to 
begin earlier and ear-

lier every year. Yet 
the season of Advent 
always begins forty 

days before Christ-
mas on November 

15th. Perhaps the 
Wise Men in the Gos-
pel (Matthew 2:1 -

12), who brought Je-
sus gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh to recognize and 
celebrate his birth, started saving and sacrific-
ing early in order to present extraordinary 

gifts to our Savior.   

At times, consumerism appears to overshadow 
the focus of the season of Advent. For believ-

ers, Christmas has become little more than a 
season of exchanging gifts with co -workers, 

loved ones and family. Let us not forget about 
the exciting Christmas parties we attend. 
Sadly, there is a trend among believers who 

celebrate the season, attend parties, exchange 
gifts, and take time off to relax with family 

and friends,   to fail to present the season hon-
oree with a special gift fit for the King of all. 
The honoree I am referring to is Jesus Christ 

our Risen Savior.   

Given the current economic downturn, many 
will say that they are unable to exchange gifts 

at the level of previous years. Retail stores -- in 

response to the economy -- have brought back 

layaway plans. For those not old enough to 
remember layaways, it was a purchase option 

without taking physical possession of the mer-
chandise, that required weeky or biweekly 
payments until paid in full. This was the way 

many families and individuals bought things 
before the innovation of credit cards. Layaway 

helped us make the distinction between a 
want  and a need . Further, it taught lifelong 

lessons in patience, diligence and self -control.   

This Christmas Season let us all consider mak-
ing a special kind of layaway. A layaway   that 
does not involve money, but rather a commit-

ment of time to be with God in His house. A 
layaway plan for our future salvation. I pro-

pose that we make our weekly payment/
layaway plan as a commitment of time to 
come worship God. *Let us begin with some 

weekly layaway effort with the Advent Fast. 
Many Orthodox, who fast diligently during 

Lent, have not had much experience with the 
Advent Fast. Let us, this year, make some 
type of fasting commitment, in preparation for 

the joyous Feast of Christmas. *Let us come 
to church each Sunday this Advent Season. 

*Let us be sure to come celebrate the Litur-
gies of the Birth of Christ either on Christmas 
Eve night or Christmas morning. The presents 

under the tree will still be there when we get 
home. I promise you your Christmas Day will 

be much more fulfilling if it includes the Litur-
gical Celebration of the 'reason' we have this 
holiday. I promise those of you with children, 

if you begin the tradition of "first we go to 
Church for Christ's Birthday,"   your children 

will grow up with the correct understanding of 
Christmas, and without the hurried rush to 
tear the wrapping paper off every box. Let us 

teach our children, and remind ourselves that 
we may want certain things, but we need  

Christ.   
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Esther Vavoulis -  President  
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Maria Udria & Sophia Syrengelas  
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To email any of our church groups, please go to 

our website www.saint -anthonys.org  
and you will be able to contact us!  

Church office hours:   

 

Monday ïThursday  

9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

 

Friday  

9:00 am to 12:00 Noon  

 

Closed on Saturday & Sunday  

Sunday Services  

Orthos 9:00 am  

Divine Liturgy 10:00 am  

 

Publication Reminder:   
The Voice of Saint Anthony deadline is the 10th of the 

preceding month.  Please submit announcements elec-
tronically to Vicki Kades at VKades@gmail.com. 

 
St. Anthony's reserves the right to edit, alter or reject any content.  

 
Thank you to Stephanie Soewers for editing the monthly bulletin. 

 
Thank you to all that contribute photos to the monthly newsletter: 

Judie Christopoulos, Vicki Kades, Maria Karras, Steve Pappas and 
Esther Vavoulis.  

ST. ANTHONY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  

778 S. ROSEMEAD BLVD.  

PASADENA, CA 91107 ï 5613  

(626) 449 -6943   Fax (626) 449 -6974  

www.saint -anthonys.org  

2 



HOLY SERVICES PROGRAM 

DECEMBER  2009  
Sunday, Dec. 20   
9:00 a.m. Orthros                

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy             
Sunday School Christmas Program  

 
Thursday, Dec. 24    

9:00 a.m. Service of the Great Hours    

 
Thursday, Dec. 24    

CHRISTMAS EVE  
6:00 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil       

Reception will follow,  
hosted by Philoptochos  

Friday, Dec. 25    
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  

8:00 a.m. Orthros  
9:00 a.m. Divine  

Liturgy  of St. John Chrysostom    

JANUARY 2010  
Tuesday, Jan. 5    
AGHIASMOS (BLESSING OF THE WATERS)  

9:00 a.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy   
 

Wednesday, Jan. 6   
THEOPHANY AGHIASMOS (GREAT 

BLESSING OF THE WATERS)  
9:00 a.m. Orthros    

10:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy          
 

Sunday, Jan. 10  
VASILOPITA BY PHILOPTOCHOS  

Immediately following divine liturgy  
 

Saturday, Jan. 16     

EVE OF THE FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY 
7:00 p.m. Great Vesper Service  

/Artoklasia    
Dinner will follow,   

hosted by Philoptochos  
 

Sunday, Jan. 17    
FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY              

9:00 a.m. Orthros    
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy           

Father Peterôs Message Continued from Page 1 
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Out of love for our family and friends, we are 

committed to parties, meal preparations, baking 
schedules, decorating our homes, mailings, and 

gift exchanges. We seem to do whatever it takes 
to make all our deadlines and complete all our 
holiday tasks. Let us place honoring the birth of 

our Savior at the top, at the beginning, at the 
forefront of our holiday lists. Let us remember 

that "our" gift to the Christ Child is our presence, 
our love, our time. This year let's all honor our 
Lord, as we each continue our Layaway Plan for 

Salvation.   

Let us bring our extraordinary gifts (our commit-

ment of time) as the Wise Men did to Christ. By 
doing so, our heartfelt gift will truly show honor 

to the Prince of Peace, who brought joy to all the 

world.   

Christ is Born!  

Glorify Him!   
Kala Xristouyenna  
Merry Christmas,  

 
Father Peter  



Subscribe to the  

St. Anthony Email list!  
 

It is easy, just go to the homepage of our web-

siteð 

www.saint-anthony.org and click on the Sign-up 

for St. Anthony's Church e-mail list!  

 

In addition to receiving the email telling you the 

latest monthly newsletter is online, you will re-

ceive up-to-date announcements and information 

regarding services, parish news and events.  

Stewardship and Donations made EASY!  

 
Introducing Parish Pay a simple way to 

remember your stewardship, You will 
have the options to give one time, 

monthly, and annually.  
 

You may also use Parish Pay for special 
events like the festival, Easter, and 

Christmas. Of course, you may also 
make capital campaign and stewardship 

gifts as well. Donations may also be 
made anonymously.  

 
Go to www.saint - anthonys.org on the 

Donations link.  For more information 

contact the church office.   
 

 

Thank you for contributing 
to St. Anthony  

Greek Orthodox Church.  
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Save the Date  
 

Friday, February 5th  

7pm  
 

Very Special Family/Movie Night  

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD 
 

 Dear Parishioners of St. Anthony:  
 

 As the Christmas Season approaches, our hearts and thoughts renew what the Nativ-
ity of Christ means to all of usé a time to express our love and appreciation through 
the act of giving. One way to do this is through St Anthonyôs Annual community 

Christmas Card. This beautiful Nativity card is being made available to the entire com-
munity as it has always been in the past.  

 
 Please fill in and mail the form below, together with your check for $25.00 made pay-
able to: St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church.   The deadline for the form and payment 

is December 9, 2009.  
 

Thank you and Merry Christmas,  
The Church Office  

Please send in the following information:      

Name(s), Address, City/State/Zip, Daytime Phone  
 

Make your check out to:  
St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church  

778 S. Rosemead Blvd., Pasadena, California, 91107 -5613  

(626) 449 -6943  



Jr GOYA News 

           

The Jr. GOYA had their second, lively  Bible Bowl Prep 

session on Nov. 15. Mr. Christos Kanakis designed a 

great Jeopardy-style game, and the GOYANs and Jr 

GOYANs had a friendly competition and pizza lunch 

after church. The Jr. GOYANs finished their day with 

their first Sunday afternoon Bowl in Arcadia. We are 

looking forward to sending at least two competing 

teams to the the Bible Bowl on Sat, Dec. 5 at St. Sophia 

Cathedral.  

 

John and Georgia Vagenas have graciously offered to 

host the Jr. GOYA Pot-luck Christmas Party at their 

home on December 20th, 3:30 - 7:00pm.  John Vagenas 

and serveral other fathers will be leading the St. An-

thony 1st Annual Patriarch Bartholomew Wilderness 

Day a Jr. GOYA hike/bike/fishing outing at The West 

Fork, Azusa Canyon on Sat., Jan 2, 9am - 2pm. We are 

honoring our own Green Patriarch, who is admired and 

respected around the world by scientists, political and 

religious leaders alike for his dedicated efforts on behalf 

of God's Creation. Parents and all Jr. GOYANs 6th 

Grade to 8th Grade are welcomed to this outing, our 

Christmas Party and all Jr. GOYA events. Please come 

and join us! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pres. Aida   
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GOYA  

GOYA Basketball Sign-Ups  

will begin soon!  

 
Please contact Alma for an application via email 
or pick one up at church.  All applications need 

to be turned in at church with the $75 fee by 
January .  Game Schedules will be available at 

church once the schedule is finalized.  

We are still looking for a Junior Boys' 
coach.    Please contact the church office if you 
are interested in coaching or assisting with 

league.  

 
 

Jr. GOYA Officers  
 

Katherine Vavoulis - President 

Katerina Dupas - Vice President 

Peter Stratos - Secretary, Niko Balas - Histo-

rian. 

Nikolitsa Vagenas, Yiannis Levandis, and 

Dennis Grover - Project/Activity Overseers 

Senior GOYA Calendar  
Saturday Dec. 5th  

Bible Bowl St. Sophia 
10-2:30  

 
 

Saturday Dec. 12th   
Christmas Party @ the 

home of  Athena Williams 
6:30  

 
 

If  you would like to attend any 
events or need more  
information contact 

St.anthonygoya@yahoo.com .  
 

 

mailto:St.anthonygoya@yahoo.com


Moms Nô Tots 
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Fall Party  

LA Zoo  
Field Trip  


